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DOCPOINT'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY BROUGHT AUDIENCES 
TOGETHER WITH TOPICAL DOCUMENTARIES​
​
DocPoint, one of the most topical documentary film festivals of the year, once again brought 
together a wide range of documentary film enthusiasts. Approximately 20 000 visitors 
attended the festival's screenings and events over the six days from February 3 to 8, 2026. 
Advance ticket sales were busier than in previous years, and several screenings sold out 
early in the festival week. The week featured plenty of audience favorites and lively 
professional events. 

“Art and films help us understand the times we live in and, above all, each other. DocPoint 
has always been a place for encounters and collaboration, where documentary film naturally 
connects with other cultural fields, from literature to design and music. In this anniversary 
year, it feels particularly meaningful to see how the audience and the industry come together 
and keep documentaries alive and looking strongly towards the future, towards the next 25 
years,” says DocPoint’s Executive Director Anni Fahler, on the anniversary festival.​
​
Audience favorites and sold-out screenings 

The most popular films at the festival were Ghost Elephants, which follows an expedition 
searching for giant elephants, Cutting Through Rocks, which tells the story of a 
motorcycle-riding midwife in Iran, and Move Ya Body: The Birth of House, which charts the 
origins of house music. Dear Tomorrow, which depicts loneliness in Japan, attracted a large 
audience, as expected. Surprising audience hits at the festival included Amalie Atkins' 

 



 
heartwarming Agatha's Almanac and The Golden Spurtle, which tells the story of the world 
oatmeal championship. 

Agatha's Almanac and The Golden Spurtle in particular showed that audiences respond to 
warm, humorous, and down-to-earth stories about ordinary people and communities. Amalie 
Atkins' portrayal of her aunt's self-sufficient lifestyle and the documentary about the World 
Porridge Making Championship offered viewers both comfort and joy in these challenging 
times. 

Among Finnish films, Karin Pennanen's Days of Wonder was a hit with audiences, and the 
short film screening National Shorts Competition 2: Side by Side sold out in no time. The 
domestic programme and the personal perspectives of the filmmakers attracted large 
audiences to the festival, and many screenings were sold out before the festival even began.​
​
Public events featured strongly during the anniversary year 

In addition to an extensive film selection, the 25th anniversary was marked by a wide-ranging 
and diverse public program combining films, music, and discussions. The special singalong 
screening of the film The Saimaa Gesture, organised in collaboration with YLE, filled Bio Rex 
with a lively atmosphere, communal singing and the spirit of Finnish rock. The Annie 
Ernaux-themed discussion organised with Piiri, on the other hand, brought the audience 
together to reflect on the work and significance of the Nobel Prize-winning author together 
with journalists and a Finnish translator. The festival week also included Finnish rock 
karaoke at Semifinal, and the anniversary year culminated in DocPoint's 25th birthday party 
at the h2o2 nightclub. 

The DocPoint x Artek Lounge at Bio Rex became the festival's central meeting place, offering 
the public a chance to relax, discuss the films they had seen, and enjoy the festival 
atmosphere. The lounge was organised in collaboration with Artek, Johanna Gullichsen and 
Amos Rex Shop, and it reinforced the festival's role as a welcoming and open cultural space. 

The DocFokus panels delved into the role of science and journalism, freedom of speech, and 
the right to protest. The discussions, held in collaboration with the Union of Journalists and 
Amnesty Finland, offered the audience an opportunity to meet researchers, journalists, and 
experts on current topics. 

Audience engagement was also a key part of the festival this year. The free DOKKINO 
screenings for schoolchildren brought documentary films to primary and secondary school 
pupils in Helsinki and Vantaa at Vuotalo, Malmitalo, and Lumosali. The series of short 
documentaries, suitable for different age groups, dealt with topics such as grief, identity, 
refugees, friendship, and community. 

A diverse public program, discussions, meeting places, and special anniversary events 
reinforced DocPoint's position as a key forum for documentary films and topical discussion. 



 
Industry events attracted a large number of professionals and students 

The festival's industry programme also attracted a large number of participants. DocPoint 
Industry Days, held on 4–6 February, brought together Finnish and international filmmakers 
and a large group of film students. The program addressed current issues ranging from 
financing challenges and international cooperation to creative work processes, editing 
development, and the ethical responsibilities of documentary filmmaking. 

The event included the Nordic Rough Cut event, Meet the Industry, a keynote lecture by Jane 
Moten, and a panel discussion on safety, consent, and fair representation. The events 
offered students an opportunity to network, observe the work of industry professionals, and 
meet international practitioners. 

International DocPoint network 

DocPoint's sister festival, DocPoint Tallinn, was held simultaneously for the 17th time, and 
cooperation between the festivals brought shared guests and program content to Helsinki 
and Tallinn. During the festival week, Helsinki welcomed a large number of international 
documentary filmmakers and industry professionals, some of whom also participated in the 
Tallinn program, such as directors Hampus Linder, Wes Orshoski, and Gianluca Matarrese. 
The large number of international guests and lively discussions reinforce the position of 
both DocPoint and Finnish filmmakers in the international documentary film scene.​
​
DocPoint Film Event Association is a non-profit organisation founded in 2001, whose mission is 
to strengthen, deepen and diversify the position of documentary cinema and its public 
awareness in Finland. The association organises the annual DocPoint – Helsinki Documentary 
Film Festival, which is one of the largest documentary film festivals in the Nordic countries and 
the only event in Finland dedicated exclusively to documentary cinema. DocPoint Film Event 
Association received the Finnish State Prize for Film Art in 2024 for organising the annual 
DocPoint Festival. The 25th DocPoint Festival was held from 3–8 February 2026. 

DocPoint is supported by the City of Helsinki, the Finnish Film Foundation, the Ministry of 
Education and Culture, Yle, AVEK, the Jenny and Antti Wihuri Foundation, Nordic Culture Point, 
Svenska kulturfonden, the Amos Anderson Foundation, the Foundation of the Consumer 
Co-operative, the Finnish–Danish Cultural Foundation, the Finnish–Icelandic Cultural 
Foundation, Goethe-Institut Finnland, Istituto Italiano di Cultura di Helsinki and Institut français 
de Finlande. 
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